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Discovering Mr. Yamamoto: An Exploration through the Web

By Robert Shaffer

Professors get a fair amount of feedback from students about what
our teaching means to them, whether from animated expressions or
vacant looks during class, course evaluations, and the cogent or
mangled versions of our lectures which appear on student essays.
Responses to the published versions of our research, especially when
published as journal articles, are often harder to gauge, however.
The nature of the academic world often makes it difficult to know
whether anyone, aside from the editors and reviewers who approve
or reject them prior to publication, actually reads or values such
articles. But occasionally something happens that shows how
profoundly history matters to people's lives, and how one's writing
can spread much further than expected.

Not long ago, I found a message on my e-mail with the subject:
“Mr. Yamamoto: Japanese Americans in NJ in WWIL” I had
published a brief article with more or less that title in March 1998 in
the Journal of American History. It concerned George Yamamoto,
who, like 120,000 other Japanese Americans, had been forced to
move in 1942 from his home on the West Coast to an internment
camp further east, under the terms of President Franklin Roosevelt's
infamous Executive Order 9066. The article focused on Life
magazine’s coverage in May 1944 of Mr. Yamamoto's efforts to
leave the internment camp in Arizona, with the endorsement of the
government's War Relocation Authority (WRA), to get a job on a
New Jersey farm to help alleviate the labor shortage in the east.
What followed showed that racism towards Japanese Americans
existed in places other than the West Coast. The story in Life was
headlined, “Mr. Yamamoto — New Jersey Town Runs Him Out.”
Neighbors called protest meetings, one of the host farmer's barns
was burmed to the ground, and the WRA had to cancel Mr.
Yamamoto's contract with the farmer, Eddie Kowalick,

The point of my article was to show how I used the coverage in
Life as a primary source to bring home to my Rutgers University
students how the mistreatment of Japanese Americans extended
even to their state. But I did not want my students to see only the
“poignant and frightening picture of racism against Japanese
Americans,” as I put it then. I also wanted them to analyze the
positive portrayals of George Yamamoto, as a willing worker and
loyal American immigrant, by the author of Life’s story, as well as
by some of the people whose letters Life published a few weeks
later. An American serviceman based in the Pacific, for example,
exclaimed: “The narrow-mindedness of some of our New Jersey
citizens is unforgivable.” In fact, the thrust of my larger research
into the internment of Japanese Americans has been to show that
despite the racism and injustice of government policy and American

attitudes, more Americans stood up on behalf of Japanese Ameri-
cans than is generally acknowledged.

I did receive several comments on the article when it was
published, but naturally had not heard much about it recently. So
the first line of that e-mail message I received—I wanted to thank
you for writing the article, ‘Mr. Yamamoto and Japanese Ameri-
cans in New Jersey during World War II"”"—was gratifying. But it
was the second line of the e-mail that floored me: “Mr. George
Yamamoto was my grandfather.”

The writer, Naomi Barrie-Lake, a social worker in San Diego,
went on to say that in researching her grandfather's life she came
across my article on the internet. In a follow-up e-mail Ms. Barrie-
Lake told me, with evident and justifiable pride, that her grandfa-
ther had gone to agricultural college in Japan, and that he was an
expert at grafting fruit trees and in developing hybrid seeds.
Indeed, she wrote, the U.S. government, even before allowing Mr.
Yamamoto to move east to get out of the internment camp perma-
nently, employed him as a sort of agricultural consuliant in the
Dust Bowl states, where he gave advice to farmers on what types
of crops would grow best and help restore their fields.

Ms. Barrie-Lake also gave me a link to an internet site with more
information on Mr. Yamamoto: WRA photographs of Japanese
Americans in the camps and, for some, after their release to jobs in
the east and Midwest, posted by the Online Archive of California.
(See http://content.cdlib.org/ark:/13030/ft6q2nb3g9& brand=oac/)

These photographs, in turn, along with further information from
Ms. Barrie-Lake, have provided a new twist to her grandfather’s
story. After being run out of New Jersey, Mr. Yamamoto and four
Japanese-American co-workers got jobs across the river in
Newtown, Pennsylvania on the farm of Herman Heston. Internet
photos show Mr. Yamamoto and others harvesting tomatoes in
1944, along with a caption in which Mr. Heston expressed
appreciation for these men: “I have found them loyal, hard-
working, clean, and pleasant to work with...[We] have a high
regard for them.” So even in the midst of war, and when so many
Americans and the U.S. government had succumbed to an unrea-
soning racism towards this ethnic group, some Americans saw that
their best interests lay in working with Japanese Americans, rather
than ostracizing them. Ms. Barrie-Lake reported to me, moreover,
that her grandfather “was eventually able to buy a farm in New-
town, Pa., where he lived the remainder of his years.”

Family pride, and family connections with major events, are often
the basis for an interest in history, and overcoming obstacles on the
way to success is a standard part of many American family stories.
But Ms. Barrie-Lake's interest in my article about her

(continued on p. 8}
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News from Libraries, Museums and Research Institutes...

The U. 8. Citizenship and Immigration
Services has recently begun the transfer of
alien registration files (A-files) for perma-
nent retention at the National Archives.
The A-files are numbered files used to docu-
ment the complete history of the interaction
between an alien and the U.S. government,
including records of immigration, birth
certificates, marriage licenses, and other
demographic information.

The A-files were previously regarded as
“temporary records,” which could possibly
be disposed of 75 years after they had been
transferred to a Federal Records Center. Of
about 53 million such files, 21 million are
presently in a Federal Records Center. As
permanent records, A-files will be trans-
ferred to the custody of the National Ar-
chives 100 years from the individual’s date
of birth. After transfer to the National Ar-
chives, the majority of the files will be
housed at the National Archives facility in
Kansas City. Files on immigrants entering
through the port of San Francisco will be
housed at the National Archives branch
there. The National Archives estimates that
about 135,000 files will be processed and
available for public access by the summer of
2010.

Many A-files supplement information in
Chinese Exclusion Act era case files
(1882-1943) that are already housed at the
National Archives.

The Museum of Chinese in America in
New York City opened its new facility at
2135 Centre Street on September 22. The new
museum occupies the lower stories of an
industrial building. Adaptation of the build-
ing for use as a musenm was done by the
noted architect and designer Maya Lin. The
new featured exhibit is titled “With a Single
Step: Stories in the Making of America.”
The museum seeks to expand its scope from
New York’s Chinatown to Chinese Ameri-
cans across the United States. Information
on the web: http://www.mocanyc.org/

The new Luxembourger American Cul-
tural Center in Belgium, Wisconsin was
dedicated on August 8. Grand Duke Henri of
Luxembourg and his three sons were in
attendance. The center contains a research

library and a museum. Special exhibits
carrently include “Luxembourg-USA: A
Migration Story” and “The Homes They
Left Behind,” with images of ancestral
homes in Luxembourg. Information:
http://www.luxamculturalsociety.org.

The University of California-Irvine has
now placed a large body of materials from
the university’s Southeast Asian Archive on
line. The documents focus on post-1975
immigrants from Cambodia, Vietnam, and
Laos. The online resource contains 1,500
visual images and 4,000 pages of searchable
text selected from the Archive to represent
a cross section of the holdings of the ar-
chive. Included are materials especially
suited to classroom teaching. Available on
the web at http://seaadoc.lib.uci.edw/

The Library Company of Philadelphia
and the Historical Society of Pennsylvania
offer approximately 25 one-month fellow-
ships for research in their collections during
the academic year 2010-2011. Included are
two Balch Institute fellowships for research
in the ethnic/immigration experience in the
United States. The stipend is $2000. There
is also a full-year Albert M. Greenfield
dissertation research fellowship with a
stipend of $20,000. Deadlines for applica-
tion are March 1, 2010. Full information is
available on-line at
http://www.librarycompany.org/

fellowships/american. htm

The American Immigration Law Foun-
dation has announced a name change to
accompany a more ambitious mission for
the organization. The new name, American
Immigration Council, reflects the expan-
sion of the organization to assume a larger
role and greater involvement in the immi-
gration policy, education, and exchange
communities. It is also recognition that the
organization has grown both in size and
stature over the last five years as its pro-
gram work has expanded beyond the court-
room and into the halls of Congress and the
public square.

The Council has inaugurated a new web-
site for its major programs:
www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/

The Japanese American National Mu-
seum in Los Angeles, which has placed
online an extensive collection of documents,
pictures, and photographs concerning Japa-
nese internment during the Second World
War, also has added some important collec-
tions on other aspects of Japanese-American
life in the twentieth century. Included in the
online collection is a selection from over
9,500 negatives and photographs taken by
the photographers of the Toyo Miyatake
Studio for the Los Angeles-based Rafu
Shimpo, one of the oldest and most widely
read Japanese American newspapers in the
country, which documents Los Angeles'
Japanese American community from 1950
to 1988. The museum also has put online
the collection of selected panoramas from
the Buddhist Churches of America (BCA)
Archives, which documents temple events,
national conferences, and other gatherings
from the 1920s through the 1940s through-
out the organization's eight districts. Infor-
mation about the museum collections is at

http://www_janm.org/collections/

The Library of Congress continues to add
to its “American Memory” collection on
“The Chinese in California, 1850-1925.”
The online collection illustrates nineteenth
and early twentieth century Chinese immi-
gration to California through about 8,000
images and pages of primary source materi-
als. Included are photographs, original art,
cartoons and other illustrations; letters,
excerpts from diaries, business records, and
legal documents; as well as pamphlets,
broadsides, speeches, sheet music, and other
printed matter. The materials are available
at http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/award99/

cubhtml/cichome.html

The Center for Migration Studies in New
York City now has its headquarters in
Manhattan at 27 Carmine St., telephone
(212) 337-3080. The CMS archives remain
on Staten Island at 209 Flagg Place. Execu-
tive director of CMS is Rev. René Manenti;
Director of Research is Joseph Chamie.

Visit the IEHS Web pages at
http://www.iehs.org
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PERSONALS

Wayne Cornelius, director of the Center
for Comparative Immigration Studies at the
University of California-San Diego, retired
in June 2009. He has been replaced by two
co-directors, David Fitzgerald and John
Skrentny, sociologists at UCSD.

Hasia Diner (New York University), [EHS
vice-president, and David G. Gutiérrez
(University of California, San Diego), serve
on the program committee for the 2011
meeting of the Organization of American
Historians in Houston.

Donna Gabaccia, director of the Immigra-
tion History Research Center at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, spent the academic year
2008-2009 as visiting scholar at the Russell
Sage Foundation in New York. During her
absence, Haven Hawley served as the
acting director of the IHRC. Prof. Gabaccia
has been appointed to a new three-year term
as director of the Center.

The American Immigration Law Founda-
tion has announced the appointment of
Mary Giovagnoli as Director of its Immi-
gration Policy Center. She previously served
as Director of Policy for the National Immi-
gration Forum. She replaces Angela Kelley,
whobecame Vice President for Immigration
Policy at the Center for American Progress.

Scott Kurashige (University of Michigan)
was awarded the Albert J. Beveridge Prize
at the annual meeting of the American
Historical Association in January 2009. The
prize was for his book The Shifting Grounds
of Race: Black and Japanese Americans in
the Making of Multiethnic Los Angeles
(2007).

Loni Manning has become the Director of
Curation at the Basque Museum and Cul-
tural Center in Boise, Idaho.

Randall Miller (St. Joseph’s University)
served as the general editor for the 4-vol-
ume Encyclopedia of Daily Life in America,
published by Greenwood Press.

Robert Zecker (St. Francis Xavier Uni-
versity, Nova Scotia) spent the academic
year 2008-2009 at the Immigration History
Research Center at the University of Minne-
sota, researching the Slovak-American
community.

L]

NECROLOGY

Ronald T. Takaki, Professor Emeritus of
Ethnic Studies at the University of
California-Berkeley and prominent scholar
of Asian-Americans, died May 26, 2009 in
Berkeley, California. He was 70 years of
age. Born in Honolulu, he was the grandson
of Japanese immigrants. He attended Woo-
ster College in Ohio, graduating in 1961,
and subsequently earned his M.A. and Ph.D
from Berkeley. He taught for three years at
UCLA, then began to teach at Berkeley in
1972. His earlier teaching and research
concentrated on African-American subjects.
In the 1980s he turned to Asian-American
subjects. His books include Strangers From
a Different Shore: A History of Asian Amer-
icans (1989), 4 Different Mirror: A History
of Multicultural America (1993), and Dou-
ble Victory: A Multicultural History of
America in World War IT (2000). Takaki
was also an activist on issues of civil rights
and multicultural education.

Seymour Fromer, Jewish educator and
founder of the Judah L. Magnes Museum in
Oakland, California, died October 23, 2009
in his home in Berkeley, California. He was
87. Born in the Bronx, New York, Fromer
graduated from Stuyvesant High School,
earned a B.A. from Brooklyn College, and
did graduate work at Teachers College of
Columbia University. He worked in Jewish
communities in New Jersey and in Los
Angeles, and came to Oakland in the 1950s
and established the Jewish Education Coun-
cil there. In 1962 he founded the Magnes
Museum, which became the third largest
Jewish museum in America. It contained a
regional Western Jewish History Center,
founded in 1967. He was regarded as a key
catalystin the Jewish cultural renaissance in
the Bay Area. He retired from the museum
in 1998.

Thomas N. Brown, professor emeritus of
history at the University of Massachusetts in
Boston, died October 23, 2009 in Boston at
age 89. He was known as a scholar of Irish-
American life. He graduated from Boston
College and received a doctorate from Har-
vard University. He came to the University
of Massachusettsin 1965, having previously
held teaching posts at Notre Dame and at
the Portsmouth Priory in Rhode Island. His
best-known work was Irish-American Na-
tionalism, 1870-1890. (1966).

From the Editor, JAEH...

A few years ago, the Journal of American
E'thnic History joined the History Coopera-
tive, which provided the jourmal with an
online platform to deliver an electronic
version of current issues to our members.
One of the participants in the History Coop-
erative was JSTOR, and as a result of join-
ing the History Cooperative, the JAEH
received an invitation, which we accepted,
to deposit our backfiles with the JSTOR
journal-archiving project, through which
they are available in JSTOR’s Arts & Sci-
ences V Collection.

While the History Cooperative was a bold
attempt to provide an electronic publishing
platform for member journals with relatively
small circulation and limited budgets, it
could not keep pace with the rising expenses
associated with digital publishing. Faced
with mounting costs, the member journals
of the History Cooperative last summer
voted to accept a proposal by JSTOR to take
over the History Cooperative’s business of
providing an online platform for the deliv-
ery of current issues to electronic subscrib-
ers and to manage the marketing of elec-
tronic subscriptions to institutions. The
terms and benefits of the JSTOR proposal
seemed superior to our few other available
options. Moreover, as a University of Illi-
nois Press client, the J4EH was able to
accept JSTOR’s services under the better
terms negotiated by UIP for its own jour-
nals. Last month, the Society’s officers and
Executive Board members voted to migrate
the JAEH to the JSTOR platform, and
JSTOR will soon begin marketing services
for the journal.

In other business, since the annual meeting
in Seattle, the editors, the officers, the Edi-
torial Board, and the Executive Board have
been working on a policy statement to cover
cases of plagiarism or other scholarly mis-
conduct involving the journal. After overa
year of work on this document, a provi-
sional draft was adopted by the executive
board, pending a final vote to be held after
consultation with the IEHS attorney and any
further modifications as he may advise and
the board deems appropriate,

Finally, Book Review Editor Allan Austin
has announced that, owing to funding cuts
at Misericordia University, he will be forced
to resign the Book Review editorship at the

(continued on p. 10)
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Conferences and Meetings...

The Center for Comparative Immigra-
tion Studies at the University of Califor-
nia, San Diego sponsors a continuing series
of seminars on immigration issues. The fall
2009 series featured presentations by Kar-
thick Ramakrishnan, Alex Balch and Rich-
ard Alba, For a schedule of future seminars,
see http://ccis.sdsc.edu/category/

events/research-seminars

The Massachusetts Historical Society
offers an annual series of immigration and
urban history seminars held on several
Thursday afternoons during the academic
year, Scheduled for the remainder of 2009-
2010 are:

November 19: Sandy Zipp (Brown Univ.),
“Culture and Authority in the Superblock
World: East Harlem Plaza and the Conflict
over Public Space.”

January 28: Rosalyn Negron Goldbarg
(Univ. of Mass.-Boston), “Situational Eth-
nicity for the 21st Century.”

February 25: Linda L. Barnes (Boston
University School of Medicine), “Chinese
Medicine's Eight Branches of Practice:
Their Roots in American Culture, Thera-
peutic, and Religious History.”

March 25: Emily Lieb (Columbia Univ.),
“A Street's Last Chance’: Dollar Houses
and the Great New Baltimore.”

April 29: Gunther Peck (Duke Univ.), title
to be announced.

Seminar meetings start at 5:15 P.M. and
are followed by a light buffet supper (make
reservations for the supper). Full informa-
tion is at
http://www.masshist.org/ events/bsiuh.cfin

The annual meeting of the American
Historical Association will take place in
San Diego, California, Jan. 7-10, 2010.
Theme: “Oceans, Islands, Continents.”
Complete program for the convention is
available online at
http://www.historians.org/annual/2010/

The Polish American Historical Associa-
tion will meet in conjunction with the AHA
meeting in San Diego, Jan. 8-9, 2010. The
program is available online at
http://www.polishamericanstudies.org/

The journal Latine Studies, John Jay
College of the City University of New York,
and the University of Alabama are plan-
ning a conference for Feb. 19-10, 2010 in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The subject: “Latinas
and Latinos in the U.S. South: Immigration,
Integration, and Identity.” Papers presented
at the conference will be considered for
inclusion in a special issue of Latino Stud-
ies. The organizers say: “The aim of the
proposed conference and special issue of the
journal is to examine historical and contem-
porary issues related to the experiences of
the growing population of Latino/as in the
Nuevo New South, and to explore the chang-
ing nature of racial and ethnic relations in
the region, from a broad variety of theoreti-
cal and disciplinary perspectives.” Proposals
were due November 15, 2009. For further
information: Suzanne Oboler at

latstu@jjay.cuny.edu

The Organization of American Histori-
ans will hold its annual meeting in Wash-
ington, D.C. April 7-10, 2010. Note that the
convention concludes on Saturday. Theme:
“American Culture, American Democracy.”
Information on the web at

http://meetings.oah.org/

The Immigration and Ethnic History
Society will hold its annual meeting in
conjunction with the QOAH. Information
about the IEHS business meeting and the
annual dinner will be distributed to the
members along with the annual ballot in

February.

The Society for German-American Stud-
ies will hold its annual symposium in New
Harmony, Indiana, April 22-25, 2010. Pro-
posals due by Dec. 1, 2009. Information on
the web at
http://www-lib.iupui.edu/

kade/SGAS/2010_CallForPapers.html

The 2010 national meeting of the Ameri-
can Conference for Irish Studies will be
held on 5-8 May 2010 at the Penn Stater
Conference Center Hotel in State College,
PA. Proposals close Nov. 24, 2009, See the
announcement on the web at

http://www.acisweb.com/

Under the sponsorship of the American
Jewish Historical Society, The 2010 Bien-
nial Scholars' Conference on American
Jewish History will meet in New York City
at the Center for Jewish History, June 15-17,
2010. Proposals closed November 1, 2009.
For further information contact Tony Mic-
hels at aemichels@wisc.edu

Northumberland University in Newcastle
upon Tyne, UK, will host a conference July
8-10, 2010. The subject: “Locating the
Hidden Diaspora: The English in the Ang-
lophone World.” Say the organizers: “After
1600, English emigration became one of
Europe’s most significant population move-
ments. Yet compared to what has been
written about the migration of Scots and
Irish from the same islands, relatively little
energy has been expended on the numeri-
cally more significant English flows.” Pro-
posals due Jan. 31, 2010. Further informa-
tion from Tanya Bueltmann at
az.englishdiaspora@northumbria.ac.uk

The Society for Historians of the Early
American Republic will hold its 32nd
annual meeting in Rochester,New York, July
22-25, 2010. Theme: “Contested Terrain
and the Early Republic.” Proposals due
December 1, 2009, Information on the web
at:
http://faculty.chass.ncsu.edu/

ctfriend/SHEAR1.htm

The Oral History Association plans its
2010 annual meeting for Oct. 27-31, 2010 in
Atlanta, Georgia. Theme: “Times of Crisis,
Times of Change: Human Stories on the
Edge of Transformation.” Deadline for
submission of proposals is Friday, January
15, 2010. Full information on the web at
http://www.oralhistory.org/annual-meeting/

The Organization of American Histori-
ans has issued its call for papers for its
meeting in Houston, Texas, March 17-20,
2011. Theme of the meeting is “Americans
Divided and United: Multiple and Shifting
Solidarities.” Deadline for submitting pro-
posals: Feb. 25, 2010. Information on the
web at http://meetings.oah.org/

index. php/future-meetings
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The University of Minnesota, Twin
Cities is sponsoring a conference June 4-5,
2010: “The Ethics and Politics of Research
with Immigrant Populations.” For further
information, contact Johanna Leinonen, e-
mail lein0085@umn.edu

The 18th Ulster-American Heritage
Symposium will be held June 24-27, 2010
at the Mountain Heritage Center, Western
Carolina University, in Cullowhee, North
Carolina. The symposium typically focuses
on the experience of Scotch-Irish immi-
grants. Proposals due Dec. 1, 2009. For
further information, contact L. Scott Phil-
yaw at philyaw@wcu.edu

The Social Science History Association
plans annual meetings in Chicago, Nov. 18-
21, 2010, and in Boston, Nov. 17-20, 2011.
More information will become available on
the SSHA web-page at http://www.ssha.org/

From the IEHS President...

As chair of the Program Committee for the

2010 meetings, I am pleased to list the

IEHS co-sponsored sessions that will take
place at the American Historical Associa-
tion Annual Meeting, January 7-10, 2010,
in San Diego and at the Organization of
American Historians Annual Meeting, April
7-10, 2010, in Washington, D.C. If you are
present at either or both meetings, please
show your support by attending!

Sessions at the AHA:

“Filipino/a Diasporas in Historical Perspec-
tive”: Barbara M. Posadas, Maria Paz G.
Esguerra, Christopher Cappozola, Catherine
Ceniza Choy, Roland L. Guyotte.

“To and From America: Re-Framing
Migration and Nativism in the United
States, 1840-2008”: William Jenkins,
Hidetaka Hirota, Emma Amador, Julie M.
Weise, David G. Gutierrez.

“Breaching Exclusion’s Walls: New Ap-
proaches to Immigration Restriction, Border
Control, and Racial Categories”: Gordon
Chang, Madeline Hsu, Brian Hayashi, Erika
Lee.

“Shifting Discourses of Race during the
Cold War Era”: Chiou-ling Yeh, Kevin
Kim, Tiffany Gill, Marc S. Rodriguez,
Chiou-ling Yeh, Ellen Dione Wu.

*Mexico’s Chinese: Disputed Identities
and Claims of Belonging”: Erika Lee, Jul-
ian Lim, Robert Chao Romero, Julia Maria
Schiavone Camacho, Grace Delgado.

Sessions at the OAH:

“Across the Pacific: Migration between
Japan, the Philippines, and Taiwan—and
the United States”: Barbara M. Posadas,
Franklin Ng, Eileen Tamura, Judith R.
Raftery, K. Scott Wong,

“Ethnicity, Migration, and Public History
since the 1960s”: Joel Wurl, Joan Fragaszy
Troyano, John Grabowski, Arina Reejhsing-
hani.

“American Culture/ American Democracy
from the Margins: Ethnic and Immigrant
Experiences in Negotiating U.S. Society”:
Elliott R. Barkan, Florence Mae Waldron,
M. Alison Kibler, Dorothee Schneider,
Hasia Diner.

“Revisiting John Higham’s Strangers in the
Land: A Classic in a New Era of Migration
and Immigration Studies”: Timothy
Meagher, Katherine Benton-Cohen, Alan
Kraut, Maddalena Marinari, Deidre Molo-
ney.

IEHS will also co-sponsor a session with
the Committee on Community Colleges;
specifics to be announced. Please see the
IEHS website at www.iehs.org for addi-
tional details. I look forward to greeting
many of you at the meetings!

Barbara M. Posadas, TEHS President

From the Program Committee:

The Program Comumittee has begun to
solicit proposals for various upcoming
scholarly conferences in order to have an
IEHS presence in the form of sponsored
sessions. Members are heartily encouraged
to form panels and submit your ideas to
Committee members. The conferences
include:

American Historical Association, January
6-9, 2011, Boston: Theme: “History, Soci-
ety, and the Sacred.” (for more details,
check  http://www.historians.org/annual/
proposals.htm). Deadline February 15,
2010.

Organization of American Historians,
March 17-20, 2011 Houston; Theme: “Ame-
ricans Divided and United: Multiple and
Shifting Solidarities.” Deadline February
25, 2010. For further information contact
http://meetings.oah.org/index.php/
future-meetings

American Studies Association: November
18-21, 2010 San Antonio, Theme: “Crisis,
Chains, and Change: American Studies for
the 21* Century.” Deadline January 26,
2010. For further information contact
annualmeeting@theasa.net.

We look forward to your ideas and your
submissions.

Please contact any member of the Program
Committee: Hasia Diner, Chair
(hasia.diner@nyu.edu), Madeline Hsu
(myhsu@mail.utexas.edu), Marilyn Halter
(mhalter@bu.edu), Tyler Anbinder
(ambinder@gwu.edu), Meaghan Dwyer
(dwyermk@bc.edu), Bhalla Vidha
(vibhab@bgsu) and Robert Parmet
(parmet@york.cuny.edu)

New IEHS Dues Structure

The IEHS Board has approved a surcharge
oninstitutional subscriptions effective Janu-
ary 1, 2010, Individual dues are not affected
and will remain the same. The new dues
structure will be as follows:

Institutional (US) print subscription: $245
Institutional (US) electronic; 8245
Institutional (US) print and electronic: ~ $295

Individual (US) introductory rate (print): $ 35
Individual (US) introductory rate

(electronic): $35

Individual (US) regular and renewal
(print): $45

Individual (US) regular and renewal
(electronic): $45

Individual (US) regular and renewal
(print and electronic): $55

Student (US) (print): 325
Student (US) (electronic) 325
Student (US) (print and electronic) $35

For print subscriptions, add $10 for Can-
ada or Mexico addresses, and $35 for other
addresses outside the U.S.
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New Publications Noted...

Abrams, Jeanne E. Dr. Charles David
Spivak: A Jewish Immigrant and the Ameri-
can Tuberculosis Movement. Boulder:
University of Colorado Press, 2009,

Alinder, Jasmine. Moving Images: Pho-
tography and the Japanese American Incar-
ceration. Urbana: University of Illinois
Press, 2009.

Allen, Ryan. “Benefit or Burden? Social
Capital, Gender, and the Economic Adapta-
tion of Refugees.” International Migration
Review 43 (2009): 332-65.

Alonzo, Juan J. Folk Heroes: The Ambiv-
alence of Mexican American Identity in
Literature and Film. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 2009. Madison, NJ: Fair-
leigh Dickinson University Press, 2009.

Alroey, Gur. “Aliya to America? A Com-
parative Look at Jewish Mass Migration,
1881-1914.” Modern Judaism: A Journal
of Jewish Ideas & Experience 28 (2008):
109-133.

Ananyan, Elena Villievna, and T. L
Vorontsova. “Emigration of the Volga
Germans to North America.” Journal of the
American Historical Society of Germans
Jrom Russia 31 (2008): 10-21.

Anderson, Margo. Perspectives on Mil-
waukee's Past, ed. Victor Greene. Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 2009.

Andrew, Caroline. Electing a Diverse
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grandfather, while including these compo-
nents, also embodies a larger concern. “I
just wanted to thank you,” she wrote, “for
teaching the ‘real history’ of the United
States. It makes me feel affirmed that my
grandfather's (and father's) stories are being
told, and that American students today
understand that an unfortunate part of our
history involves institutional racism.” Ms.
Barrie-Lake's grandfather tried to overcome
this racism by being an exemplary farmer
and farm-worker. Her father, who was
eleven years old when he was placed in one
of the internment camps, testified in 1981
at one of the “redress hearings” before
Congress, as part of the ultimately success-
ful effort to have the government repudiate,
however belatedly, this wartime policy, and
to provide some small compensation for its
victims for their wartime losses.

That e-mail message out of the blue also
demonstrates another side of historical
research and writing today. Through the
click of a mouse, Ms. Barrie-Lake found my
article in a 10-year-old journal that in the
past would have been available almost
exclusively to those in the profession. The
possibility that the fruits of historical re-
search can reach a wider public has been
vastly compounded by this tool. Of course,
local historical societies, museum exhibits,
and public lectures have long fulfilled this
function, and often have served to connect
people with the history of their family or
ethnic group.

Today, Japanese American organizations,
university libraries, state archives, and
national institutions have mounted internet
exhibits that extend their reach to a poten-
tially limitless audience. Densho, the Japa-
nese American Legacy Project
(www.densho.org) has 350 easily accessible
video interviews on internment and related
topics. The Japanese American National
Museum (www.janm.org) has a number of
on-line exhibits, including the fascinating
set of letters from Nisei children to librarian
Clara Breed. The University of Washing-

ation an nic Hist
ton Libraries (www.lib.washington.edw/
exhibits/harmony) has several outstanding
internet exhibits, which combine back-
ground text, photographs, and written pri-
mary sources, on Seattle-area events, in-
cluding “Interrupted Lives, Japanese Ameri-
can Students at the University of Washing-
ton, 1941-42.~

At www.colorado.gov/dpa/doit/archives/
wwcod/granada.htm the Colorado State
Archives has posted a modest set of docu-
ments on the Amache camp, while Utah
State University has launched a project
(http://digital.lib.usu.edv/topaz.php) to
document life at Topaz through digitization
of that camp’s literary magazines and
school yearbooks. The Smithsonian has
posted, at  http://americanhistory.si.edw/
perfectunion/experience/index.html, an
extraordinary on-line version of its pioneer-
ing exhibit on internment, including an
audio component and source notes for all
captions and documents.

Moreover, the research process itself is
being transformed. The photographs of Mr.
Yamamoto on the farm in Newtown, along
with the 7000 other photographs and cap-
tions on similar individuals from the Online
Arxchive of California, had not been there
when I came across the article in Life, in
1992. Now professors, students, and others
have access to sources that in the past would
have required expensive trips to far-away
archives or innumerable inter-library loan
requests. Among the best resources is the
Japanese American Relocation Digital
Archives (www.calisphere.
universityofcalifornia.edu/jarda),which
includes a stunning array of paintings,
poems, diaries, scrapbooks, pamphlets, oral
histories, and camp newspapers. The se-
lected camp newspapers are a bit harder to
manipulate on the website than a reel of
microfilm would be, but until recently these
have been available only in a handful of
research libraries. The Densho project has
a broader selection of digitized camp news-
papers, though registration is required for
access. At http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/

collections/anseladams/aamborn. html
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the Library of Congress has posted Ansel
Adams’s 1944 book of Manzanar photo-
graphs, Born Free and Equal—although its
teaching unit on this text, “Suffering Under
a Great Injustice,” is not easy to use. Sev-
eral websites, including the Manzanar Na-
tional Historic Site
(www.nps.gov/manz/index.htm) have posted
similar collections by Dorothea Lange and
others. Digitized written sources that can be
easily used by scholars and students alike
include the complete runs of Time
(www.time.com) and the New York Times
(www.nytimes.com), for which key-word
searches will turn up many more articles
than the now-obsolete indexes. At
www.time.com I located letters to the editor
in 1942 both for and against internment,
including one from a Kentucky woman who
compared the “compulsory migration” of
Japanese Americans to the suffering of the
Cherokees on the Trail of Tears. A sobering
set of articles from the San Francisco News
enthusiastically endorsing internment is at
the Virtual Museum of San Francisco
(www.sfmuseum.org/war/evactxt. html).
Google News, meanwhile, can provide
citations through a keyword search to rele-
vant articles that had never been indexed,
including an extensive file under “Nisei”
from the Los Angeles Times. Going directly
to those references on-line could get expen-
sive, but combining Google News citations
with microfilm is quite practical.

And, as if to underline the connections
which the internet provides on this topic, on
Google Books I now find that May 1, 1944
Life article on George Yamamoto. Hope-
fully that internet link will provide his
granddaughter, and many others, yet another
means to learn and teach about his efforts,
and the efforts of so many Japanese Ameri-
cans, to overcome the racism they experi-
enced during World War IL

Robert Shaffer is associate professor of
history at Shippensburg University. A ver-
sion of this article appeared in Shippens-
burg University Magazine, Winter 2008.
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From the Editor, JAEH...
(continued from p. 3)

end of the next academic year. Commencing
next Fall, we shall begin searching for some-
one to succeed him in this five-year position.
Anyone interested in further information
about this volunteer position should contact
the JAEH editor: John Bukowczyk, Dept. of
History, 3094 FAB, Wayne State University,
Detroit, MI 48201. Telephone 313-577-
2799. e-mail: aa2092@wayne.edu.

John Bukowczyk
Editor, Journal of American Ethnic History
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Activities Report for the Immigration and Ethnic History Newsletter

Mail your information for the next Newsletter to:

James M. Bergquist, Department of History, Villanova University, Villanova PA 19085-1699

or FAX a copy to (610) 519-4450
Your name and affiliation:

or send information via E-Mail to: James.Bergquist@villanova.edu

New Publications? Awards? Conferences Planned? Research Projects? Give us full details in the space
below. Attach additional sheet for more information. Return by April 1, 2010.

IHS News Notes...
THEODORE SALOUTOS BOOK AWARD

Closing date for submissions for the annual Theodore Saloutos
Book Award is December 31, 2009. To be eligible, a book must be
copyrighted 2009. A book may be nominated by the author, the
publisher, a member of the prize committee, or a member of the
Immigration and Ethnic History Society. Inquiries and nominations
should be submitted to the chair of the Saloutos Prize Committee,
Maria Cristina Garcia, Department of History, 450 McGraw Hall,
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853-4601,

e-mail meg20@cornell.edu

Copies of the book must be received by all three members of the
committee by Dec. 31, 2009. Send books to Professor Garcia at the
address above, and also to Eiichiro Azuma, Department of History,
208 College Hall, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA
19104-6379, eazuma@sas.upenn.edu, and Alan Kraut, 6013
Sonoma Road, Bethesda, MD 20817, akraut@american.edu. The
2009 award will be presented at the annual dinner meeting of the
Society in 2010.

JOHN HIGHAM TRAVEL GRANT

Applications are now being received for the 2010 John Higham
travel grants, which provide three $500 grants for graduate students
to attend the 2010 meeting of the Organization of American
Historians in Washington, D.C. OAH and the Immigration and
Ethnic History Society have created a fund to award these grants in
memory of John Higham (1920-2003), past president of both
organizations, and a towering figure in immigration, ethnic, and
intellectual history. The successful candidates will have a preferred
area of concentration in American Immigration and/or American
Ethnic and/or American Intellectual history. Applications should be
received by December 1, 2009. For full information and guidelines
for application, see www.oah.org/activities/awards/higham/

GEORGE POZZETTA DISSERTATION AWARD

The Immigration and Ethnic History Society invites applications
for the 2010 George E. Pozzetta Award. Eligible are Ph.D. candi-
dates who will have completed qualifying examinations by Dec. 1,
2009, and whose thesis focuses on American immigration, emigra-
tion, or ethnic history. The award provides $500 for expenses to be
incurred in researching the dissertation. Applicants must submit a
3-5 page descriptive proposal in English, discussing the significance
of the work, the methodology, sources, and collections to be
consulted. The application must also include a proposed budget,
brief curriculum vitae, and a supporting letter from the major
advisor. All materials must be received by each committee member
by December 15, 2008, which is the submission deadline.

Send materials in hard copy (no FAXes accepted) to Raymond A.
Mohl, Department of History, University of Alabama, Birmingham,
Birmingham, AL 35294-0001, rmohl@uab.edu; to Nancy Green,
32n Bis, Rue Lacepede, Paris, FRA F-75005 FRANCE; and to
Nancy Carnevale, Department of History, Montclair State Univer-
sity, Montclair, NJ 07043. Inquiries may be sent to the committec
chair, Prof. Mohl, at rmohl@uab.edu.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Nominating Committee invites all IEHS members to recom-
mend colleagues for leadership positions in our organization. Self
nominations are welcome as well. In Spring 2010, we will be
electing three Executive Board members to three-year terms. Please
check the website of the IEHS (http://www.ichs.org) for the
“Candidate Information and Statement” and additional information.
Please forward your nominations to Charles Zappia, committee
chair, at czappia@sdccd.edu. The deadline for nominations is
January 4, 2010. On behalf of the members of the Nominating
Committee—Rachel Kranston, Josh DeWind, Alan Kraut, and
Diane Vecchio—I thank you for helping us with this important
work.
Charles Zappia, chair
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THE IMMIGRATION AND ETHNIC
HISTORY SOCIETY

...was founded in 1965 as the Immigration History Group. It was

chartered in 1972 as the Immigration History Society. In 1998 the
Society, which had traditionally dealt with ethnicity as well as
immigration, changed its name to the Immigration and Ethnic
History Society.

The purpose of the Society is to promote the study of the history
of immigration to the United States and Canada from all parts of
the world, including studies of the background of emigration in
the countries of origin; to promote the study of ethnic groups in
the United States, including regional groups, native Americans
and forced immigrants; to promote understanding of the processes
of acculturation and of conflict; to furnish through the Immigra-
tion and Ethnic History Newsletter information as to research,
organizations, meetings and publications in the field of immigrant
history; to help organize sessions on immigration and ethnicity at
meetings of learned societies; and generally to serve the field of
immigration/ethnic history with special reference to professional
scholarship.

MEMBERSHIP

Annual dues: Individual (print or electronic), $45, $55 (Canada
& Mexico), $80 (other foreign addresses); Student (print or
electronic), $25, $35 (Canada & Mexico), $60 (other foreign
addresses); New member (print or electronic), first year $35, $45
(Canada & Mexico), $70 (other foreign addresses). Institutional
members (print or electronic), $200, $210 (Canada & Mexico),
$235 (other foreign addresses). For print and electronic delivery,
add $10 to individual rate, $25 to institutional rate. Electronic
subscribers may have access to archives of all issues of the Journal
of American Ethnic History for an additional $10 for individual
subscribers, $20 for institutional subscribers.

New memberships and membership renewals should be sent to
Journals, University of Illinois Press, 1325 S. Qak St., Cham-
paign, IL 61820. They may also be sent via the web-page:

http://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals /jach.html

New institutional rates will apply after Jan. 1, 2010.
See new dues schedule on p. 5.

OFFICERS OF THE IEHS

President: Barbara Posadas, Northern Illinois University, Dept. of
History, DeKalb IL 60115. E-mail: bposadas@niu.edu
Vice-president: Hasia R. Diner, New York University, Dept. of
History, New York NY 10012. E-mail: hrd1@nyu.edu

Secretary: Timothy Draper, Waubonsee Community College,
Division of Social Sciences and Education, Sugar Grove IL 60544.
Tel. (630) 466-2566. FAX (630) 466-5795. E-mail:
tdraper@waubonsee.edu

Treasurer: Cheryl Greenberg, Trinity College, Dept. of History, 300
Summit St., Hartford CT 06106. Tel. (860) 297-2371. E-mail:
Cheryl.Greenberg@trincoll.edu

Editor, Journal of American Ethnic History: John Bukowezyk, Dept.
of History, 3094 Faculty/Administration Building, Wayne State
University, Detroit M1 48202. Tel. (313) 577-2799.FAX (313) 577-
6987. E-mail: aa2092@wayne.edu

Editor, Immigration History Newsletter: James M. Bergquist,
Department of History, Villanova University, Villanova PA 19085-
1699. Tel.: (610) 687-0838. FAX: (610) 519-4450. E-mail:
James.Bergquist@villanova.edu

Inquiries about the Society should be directed to the appropriate
officer. Newsletter submissions and questions about editorial
matters should be sent to the newsletter editor at the address
above. Requests for back issues of the newsletter should be sent
to the editor; send $2.00 per copy (by check made out to Villanova
University).

Subscriptions to the Immigration and Ethnic History Newsletter
and the Journal of American Ethnic History are part of member-
ship in the Society. Members’ changes of address should be sent
to Journals, Univ. of Illinois Press, 1325 S. Oak St., Champaign
IL 61820, or via the web at

http://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals /jach.html

Visit the iehs web pages at www.iehs.org



